126                      VEDDER LECTURES.

the world over, with which the a posteriori reason
begins investigation. I mean such facts as the
existence of the visible Church, her Bible, her
ministry, her sacraments, her Sabbath, her assem-
blies, her forms of worship, her monumental
structures, her working force, her world-wide in-
fluence in the formation and continuance of the
Christian chronology; an influence that has grown
up from a beginning the most unpromising and
most unlikely to produce it. These facts they are
bound to account for in some such way as shall
show our theory of them to be not only wrong
but unreasonable, and shall prove their existence
possible upon some other ground more satisfac-
tory, and more in accordance with the philosophy
of history and the natural sequences of things.
We show by every possible method of proof,
direct, indirect, and circumstantial, that, unlike
any other, the Christian religion is based on a
foundation of ftuts unique in themselves, and satis-
factorily explaining all the consequential facts just
named, all of which are links of the same chain
upon which the hand of honest investigation may
glide along until 5t reaches the very manger in
Bethlehem, where the young child lay who was
" called Jesus, because he should save his people
from their sins/1 Our opponents must show cither
that there is no necessary connection between the
former and the latter facts with which themselves
are familiar, or that the whole chain is suspended
upon a hook of fiction fastened in an obscure
corner of the world, nearly two thousand years
ago. But they have never made any respectable